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on children’s products. When we get a
toy, and they say there is a recall, say,
on a certain kind of doll, there may be
10 varieties of that doll. We may have
bought a doll made a year ago and it
has been in a warehouse. We don’t
know. We want a better labeling and
tracking system.

We want to provide whistleblower
protections. If there are people out
there who know there is wrongdoing
and somebody is covering it up—we see
this in other contexts—we want to
allow that whistleblower to come for-
ward and not be punished for doing
what is right.

The last point I wish to mention is
the bill prohibits the sale of recalled
products. Again, a lot of people in this
country may be shocked to know that
in many circumstances—not all—but in
many circumstances, we see recalled
products still for sale on the open mar-
ket. Parents would be shocked to know
that fact, but it is true.

We are trying to do our best, give our
best effort to have a serious and funda-
mental reform of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission.

One more point in closing, and that
is, there are two major goals we are
trying to accomplish with this legisla-
tion. First, we are trying to rebuild the
agency. That is very important for the
functioning of that agency. As I said
before, it is overwhelmed. I showed
some charts. There are many others I
can point out to show how over-
whelmed this agency is. First and fore-
most, we want to rebuild the agency.
And second—and this point flows from
the first point—we want to restore pub-
lic confidence in the marketplace. We
don’t want to be at the next holiday
season and moms and dads are coming
up to me in Arkansas and coming up to
my colleagues all over the country say-
ing: Should I buy toys for my children
and grandchildren this year? That is
what I hear when I go back home.

People are concerned, they are
scared, they are uncertain about the
American marketplace, and that is too
bad. We do not need that to happen. We
need our people to have confidence in
the marketplace in this country.

I ask my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle and in the House as well and
in the White House, I ask everyone to
give this legislation a serious look. We
would like to move it forward this
month, before the end of this year, dur-
ing this holiday season. I know there
are some folks who expressed interest
in trying to help get that done. I am
available any day, any night. My staff
is available. We definitely want to
work with whomever is willing to work
to get the Consumer Product Safety
Commission reauthorization done.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, par-
liamentary inquiry: What is before the
Senate at this moment?
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CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further morning business, morn-
ing business is closed.

Mr. HARKIN. Morning business is
closed and the Senate is back on the
farm bill?

FARM, NUTRITION, AND
BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2419, which
the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2419) to provide for the con-
tinuation of agricultural programs for fiscal
year 2012, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Harkin amendment No. 3500, in the nature
of a substitute.

Harkin (for Dorgan-Grassley) amendment
No. 3695 (to amendment No. 3500), to
strengthen payment limitations and direct
the savings to increase funding for certain
programs.

Brown amendment No. 3819 (to amendment
No. 3500), to increase funding for critical
farm bill programs and improve crop insur-
ance.

Klobuchar amendment No. 3810 (to amend-
ment No. 3500), to improve the adjusted gross
income limitation and use the savings to
provide additional funding for certain pro-
grams and reduce the Federal deficit.

Chambliss (for Lugar) amendment No. 3711
(to amendment No. 3500), relative to tradi-
tional payments and loans.

Chambliss (for Cornyn) amendment No.
3687 (to amendment No. 3500), to prevent du-
plicative payments for agricultural disaster
assistance already covered by the Agricul-
tural Disaster Relief Trust Fund.

Chambliss (for Coburn) amendment No.
3807 (to amendment No. 3500), to ensure the
priority of the farm bill remains farmers by
eliminating wasteful Department of Agri-
culture spending on casinos, golf courses,
junkets, cheese centers, and aging barns.

Chambliss (for Coburn) amendment No.
3530 (to amendment No. 3500), to limit the
distribution to deceased individuals, and es-
tates of those individuals, of certain agricul-
tural payments.

Chambliss (for Coburn) amendment No.
3632 (to amendment No. 3500), to modify a
provision relating to the Environmental
Quality Incentive Program.

Salazar amendment No. 3616 (to amend-
ment No. 3500), to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide incentives for
the production of all cellulosic biofuels.

Thune (for McConnell) amendment No. 3821
(to amendment No. 3500), to promote the nu-
tritional health of school children, with an
offset.

Craig amendment No. 3640 (to amendment
No. 3500), to prohibit the involuntary acqui-
sition of farmland and grazing land by Fed-
eral, State, and local governments for parks,
open space, or similar purposes.

Thune (for Roberts-Brownback) amend-
ment No. 3549 (to amendment No. 3500), to
modify a provision relating to regulations.

Domenici amendment No. 3614 (to amend-
ment No. 3500), to reduce our Nation’s de-
pendency foreign oil by investing in clean,
renewable, and alternative energy resources.

Thune (for Gregg) amendment No. 3674 (to
amendment No. 3500), to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude charges of
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indebtedness on principal residences from
gross income.

Thune (for Gregg) amendment No. 3673 (to
amendment No. 3500), to improve women’s
access to health care services in rural areas
and provide improved medical care by reduc-
ing the excessive burden the liability system
places on the delivery of obstetrical and gyn-
ecological services.

Thune (for Gregg) amendment No. 3671 (to
amendment No. 3500), to strike the section
requiring the establishment of a Farm and
Ranch Stress Assistance Network.

Thune (for Gregg) amendment No. 3672 (to
amendment No. 3500), to strike a provision
relating to market loss assistance for aspar-
agus producers.

Thune (for Gregg) amendment No. 3822 (to
amendment No. 3500), to provide nearly
$1,000,000,000 in critical home heating assist-
ance to low-income families and senior citi-
zens for the 2007-2008 winter season, and re-
duce the Federal deficit by eliminating
wasteful farm subsidies.

Thune (for Grassley/Kohl) amendment No.
3823 (to amendment No. 3500), to provide for
the review of agricultural mergers and acqui-
sitions by the Department of Justice.

Thune (for Sessions) amendment No. 3596
(to amendment No. 3500), to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to establish a pilot
program under which agricultural producers
may establish and contribute to tax-exempt
farm savings accounts in lieu of obtaining
federally subsidized crop insurance or non-
insured crop assistance, to provide for con-
tributions to such accounts by the Secretary
of Agriculture, to specify the situations in
which amounts may be paid to producers
from such accounts, and to limit the total
amount of such distributions to a producer
during a taxable year.

Thune (for Stevens) amendment No. 3569
(to amendment No. 3500), to make commer-
cial fishermen eligible for certain operating
loans.

Thune (for Alexander) amendment No. 3551
(to amendment No. 3500), to increase funding
for the Initiative for Future Agriculture and
Food Systems, with an offset.

Thune (for Alexander) amendment No. 3553
(to amendment No. 3500), to limit the tax
credit for small wind energy property ex-
penditures to property placed in service in
connection with a farm or rural small busi-
ness.

Thune (for Bond) amendment No. 3771 (to
amendment No. 3500), to amend title 7,
United States Code, to include provisions re-
lating to rulemaking.

Salazar (for Durbin) amendment No. 3539
(to amendment No. 3500), to provide a termi-
nation date for the conduct of certain inspec-
tions and the issuance of certain regulations.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, as Sen-
ators are well aware, we are now back
on the farm bill. I again thank both
leaders, Senator REID and Senator
McCCONNELL, for last week working to-
gether to reach an agreement whereby
we will have 20 amendments, a max-
imum of 20 amendments. We don’t have
to have 20 amendments but a maximum
of 20 amendments on each side. We now
have a list, and we do have the amend-
ments in order on the Republican side.
There are 20 listed. I hope that maybe
not all of them will require a vote.
Maybe we can work some of those out
so we will not require votes or much
time on any of those amendments. Sen-
ator CHAMBLISS and I are working to-
gether to try to get some hard-and-fast
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